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The ** problem of the Near East ", as it is called, centres
round the Balkafis. The countries which made up theThe^
Balkan Peninsula had for centuries been under the Turk,
Serbia, Bulgaria, Rumania, Greece, had all been conquered:
by the Turk in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. In the
nineteenth century they began to struggle for independence*
British sympathies had been warmly on the side of Greece,
and would in general have been against the Turks, had not
complications arisen because of Russia. Britain dreaded the
power of that vast backward country; Tsardom stood for
tyranny and we feared that it stood for aggression. We
believed that Russia had designs on our Indian Empire, and
we were afraid of her coming down into the Mediterranean
and threatening our route to the East

The crisis which came to a head in 1854 had been fore-
seen.   It was due to the obvious weakness of the Turkish Turkey,
Empire.   The Sultan's power had for long been declining, ^|ick
and the question which was being more or less openly dis- Europe01
cussed was as to who should divide up his territories which
included, besides the Balkans, Egypt, Syria, and Palestine.
Russia was then ruled by the Czar Nicholas /, and he said,
" The bear is dying.   You may give him musk, but even
musk will not long keep him alive."  He saw no need for a
war, and suggested an amicable division of the spoils.   He
himself wanted access to the Mediterranean, and he sug-
gested that Great Britain should take Egypt and Crete.
France, the third power concerned, was involved through
the religious question.

That question was not the cause of the war, but it was
made its pretext.  Russia, champion of the Greek Orthodox Religious
Church, claimed to be protector of members of that Church question
who were under Turkish rule, such as the Bulgars.    She
claimed, too, the right of guardianship over the " Holy
Places "; the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem
and the Holy Grotto in the Church of the Nativity at Beth-
lehem.   The French, representing the Roman Church, dis-
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